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CAUSES OF THE FAILURE OF

VACCINATION.

ROBERT JEFFS.

To the Editor of TftE LANCLT.
SIR :&mdash;It has been observed for several

years past that the vaccine lymph in Lon-
don has frequently failt’d in producing the
well-marked vesicte, attended b) that con-
stitutional affection %viiich characterised the
disease some twenty or thirty years since,
and that the small-pox, in a mitigated form, 
h ts considerably increased of late after vac- 
cination, so much so as to shake the confi- 
dence of some of its warmest supporters and
friends, and to produce a doubt with the

public at large as to the protecting power
now possessed by vaccination. One very
great evil has resulted from this circtun-

htance, that parents have become careless 
about their children being vaccinated; mul- 
titudes have taken the small-pox; it has 

spread, and become epidemic ; and the in-
quiry is,&mdash;Where is the utility of vaccina-
tion’ Can this failurc be attributed to one 
or other of the following causes? Has the
vaccine lymph degenerated, by passing
through so many indiciduals ? or has there
not been paid sufiicient attention to the pro-
per manner and time of taking it for inocu-
lation or has the difficnlty frequently ex-
perienced in obtaining a proper supply of
fresh lymph induced medical men to keep it
too long, in too warm a place.’ &c. &c.

Perhaps each of these causes may have their
share in injuring the cause of vaccination.
That the lymph is not so etlicacious, if taken
Iilfter the eighth day, is a fact well establish-
ed ; the pustules are smaller, and the areola
is seldom well formed. If lymph be taken
from such pustules a similar kind of disease
is formed by inoculation, but which will
not protect the individual from the small-
poor ; hence a very fertile source of degene-
ration and consequent failure. That the
dIfficulty in obtaining fresh suppties of

lymph has caused many practitiouers to

keep it too long, and perhtps in a warm

roum; the difliculties here referred to are,
having to wait two or three hours, after
sending three or four times to the different
stations, and then being disappointed. At
the Vaccine Institution. Providence-row,
near W orship-street, it is not supplied at all
without being paid for; it it sold ; and be-
futf any can be obtained, either a guinea
must be paid for twelve months supply, or

a certain quantity may be obtained for
3s. 6d. As medical men, who are desirous
of benefitting their fellow-creatures by vac-
cination, hcncrallv pcrfortn this duty gra-
tiiitoti,lv, it is rather too miieh to have to

pay for it into the bargain. This is another
cause or source of degeneration, and a very
serious injury to vaccination.

That the lymph has not really lost its pro-
tecting influence or specific character by
passing through so many individuals, ap.
pears conclusive by the following experi-
ment, which was tried four years since :-
An opportunity presented itself, at a dairy,
of obtaining a fresh supply of matter from
some cows which were labouring under the
disease, and as two of the children residing
there were to be inoculated, into the arm of
one of them lymph was, in three punctures,
applied directly from the teat of the cow ;
into the arm of the other one lymph was, in
three punctures, applied from the arm of
a child who had been vaccinated eight days
before. On the fifth day all the six punc-
tures had taken, and were rising; on the
eighth day the pustules were well marked
and fnll, with a red ring round each of them,
and on the twelfth day they had become
dry and hard, as usual. There was not the
least difference to be observed in either of
them, and no one but the inoculator could
tell which was the fresh lymph from the
other. The same experiment has been re.
peatedly tried and with the same success.
Last year another opportunity presented
itself of obtaining a large supply of pure
lymplt from some cows in the Kingsland-
road, aud having two children in one family
to vaccinate, through the kindness of Mr.
Eaton, of Shoreditch, a supply was obtain-
ed from one of his patients, and introduced,
by three punctures, into the arm of one

child, and into the arm of the other child
direct from the cow. No difference was

perceived in the children; they both did
very well, rose at the same time, matured,
and died away. The inference intended to
be deduced from these remarks is, that

taking the virus at too late a period, or from
pustules that had not fully developed thf:

varioloid character, has been the means of
introducing a spurious or a non-protecting
species of the cow-pock, by which numbers
of children have taken the small-pox, after
being thus vaccinated. The public, finding
their children are not protected from the

small-pox by vaccination, have grown care-
less about it. Multitudes of children are

exposed to the contagion of the small-pox
without any protection from vaccination ;
the consequence is, it has spread universally
through all the large towns in the kingdom.
Perhaps the difficulty of obtaining virus by
medical men generally is another cause why
several children are not vaccinated. Your
humble servant,

81, Shoreditch, March 16, 1839.


